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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Dear Parents, 
Welcome to this week’s newsletter. 
 
As we look forward to Friday, I would like to thank you all for another great term and wish all of our families a happy, 
safe and relaxing Easter holidays. The children return for Term 2 on Tuesday, April 23.  
Tomorrow morning, at the Easter Liturgy, we will be reminded of the meaning of Easter by Year 5.  
We also have the Prep-2 Easter Bonnet Parade on tomorrow, from 2pm in the hall. 
 
Also a reminder that in the first week of Term 2 we have a holiday on ANZAC Day which is April 25.  
 
Attendance Matters 
 
P&F Meeting 
The next P&F Meeting is on tonight - Tuesday, April 2, in the 
Staff Room. The meeting will begin at 7pm and all parents are 
warmly welcomed. The events for the rest of 2019 will be on the 
agenda, so come and have a look at what is planned. 
 
OSHC Parking Issue 
Parking bays at the front of the OSHC are reserved for families 
who are dropping off or picking up children from the centre. All 
other families should be using the drop off/pick up zone at the 
front of the school or the car park at the back of Prep. Thank you 
in anticipation. 
 
Staff News 
I would like to thank Meagan Curry for the term that she has 
worked as the Visual Arts teacher here at GA and wish her all 
the best for the future. We welcome back Lindsey Shine who has 
been away on maternity leave. 
I also thank Tony O’Shea who has filled in for Cilla Stent for 
the past fortnight. 
All of our classroom teachers will have a 1hour PD on a new 
program called Engage, at different times this week. 
 
Hope you have a great holiday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Montgomery 
Principal 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION  

Late to or away from school 
If you are running late to school all students will need to go to the front office and collect a late slip to hand to their 
classroom teacher. This helps greatly in marking the class rolls correctly. If you know you will be away from school, 
please contact the front office to advise them so that once again the rolls can be marked correctly. 
 
NAPLAN Online  
The year 3 and 5 students underwent a practice test last week to check the system readiness. There were some issues 
with the locked down browser that were fixed both on a school level and on a state level. We will continue with our 
preparation for the tests in May. 
 
Bernard Kearney 
Assistant Principal Administration  
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

 
Qualities of Angels 
Once again this week’s Quality of Angels is JUST. At Prayer Assembly this week, 3 
Maroon shared what they know about being just. They told us that being just is about 
being fair. If you see something happening that you know is wrong, you do something 
about it. Being a champion for justice takes courage. At this time of the year, when we 
are raising funds for Project Compassion, we all become champions for justice. Our 
generous donations can help to make the world a better and more equal place for all so 
please dig deep and support this amazing cause. 
 
Stations of the Cross 

Each year at this time, our students pray the Stations 
of the Cross with their class. This display has now been set up in the building next to 
the pick-up area in the classroom closest to Edmund Rice Drive. Parents and friends 
are most welcome to visit this area to pray and to remember the journey Jesus took 
to his death. The display can be accessed at the following times: 
 
 Monday – 8.30am-11.45am 
 Tuesday – 8.30am-12.45pm 
 Wednesday – 8.30am-12.45pm 
 Thursday – 8.30am-12.45pm 
 Friday – 8.30am-2.45pm 
 
Holy Week and Easter Assemblies 
Our Holy Week Assembly will be held tomorrow Wednesday 3 April and our Easter 
Assembly will be held on Tuesday 23 April. Both events will be held in the hall and 
will commence at 8.30am. All parents and friends are most welcome to join us for 
one or both of these special celebrations. 
 
ANZAC Day Liturgy 
Our commemorative ceremony for ANZAC Day will be held next term on 
Wednesday 24 April commencing at 8.30am in the hall with 5 Blue leading this 
liturgy. All parents and friends are most welcome to attend this event. 
 
Easter Bonnet Parade 
Our annual Easter Bonnet Parade for Prep to Year 2 students will be held tomorrow 
Wednesday 3 April commencing at 2.00pm in the school hall. Parents/carers are 
asked to assist their child with creating a SIMPLE Easter bonnet to wear for this 
parade. All family and friends are invited to join us for this happy occasion. 
 



GA Wellbeing Week  
Last week was our very first GA Wellbeing Week and by all accounts it was a huge hit. Thanks to 
our Year 6 Wellbeing Committee who assisted in planning some of the activities in which students 
participated each day. From moving and grooving to meditation and mindfulness, there was 
something for everyone. We will be holding a wellbeing week each term so the next GA Wellbeing 
Week will be in Week 7 of Term 2 (HINT: grab some groovy glasses to wear before then). 
 
A Message from our Year 6 Social Justice Committee 
At this time of the year, during the season of Lent, we remember those who are less fortunate than we are and as a 
school community we try to raise some much needed funds to assist Caritas in supporting those in need. The Social 
Justice Committee has been busy running two fundraising activities – Guess How Many Easter Eggs Competition and 
Easter Colouring Competition. Winners of these competitions will be announced tomorrow at the conclusion of our 
Holy Week Assembly. Good luck to all those who have entered one or both of these competitions. 
 
Fourth Week of Lent…and Project Compassion 
A big thank you to everyone who has supported the Caritas Project Compassion Appeal so far. Guardian Angels is a 
very generous community and we know that the money raised during Project Compassion will assist so many people 
who are much less fortunate than we are. To date we have raised almost $1500 – well done GA! 
 

This week’s story from Caritas is about Michaela from Australia. Michaela is a 21-year-
old trainee at Purple House, a dialysis center in the Central Desert for people suffering 
from kidney disease. The Aboriginal-controlled service gives patients the opportunity 
to stay connected with their culture. They do this through traditional healing practices 
and income-generating activities, such as making bush balms and soaps. With the 
support of Caritas partners, Michaela is helping to build a social enterprise, a connection 
to culture and a new outlook for the chronically ill. 

You can learn more about how Caritas has assisted Michaela and her community in 
Australia by reading further information and watching the video at the following link: 

 
https://lent.caritas.org.au/page/week-4 
 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2019 and help provide essential health care, employment and training for 
First Australians like Michaela. 
 
Lives change when we all give 100%.You can donate through Project Compassion boxes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 
 
ANZAC Day Citizens’ March – Southport 
Guardian Angels students will again march on ANZAC Day (Thursday 25 April) as part of the Southport RSL Citizens’ 
Service. The march will start in Short Street at around 8:15am and arrive at ANZAC Park at approximately 9:00am for 
the commencement of the service. All students are welcome and encouraged to join the march. Students will be required 
to gather on the corner of Short Street and Seabank Lane from 7.45am and the service is expected to finish at about 
10.00am. Parents will need to collect their child/ren from ANZAC Park no later than 10:15am. If you would like your 
child to march as part of the GA school group, please complete the online form via the following link or complete the 
form below and return it to school no later than Tuesday 23 April. 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ANZAC-Day-2019 
  
Further information will be provided on Wednesday 24 April to those who have committed to participating. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Dear Mrs Flynn 
  
I give permission for ____________________________________________________to participate in the     
                                                            (print name/s and class/es of child/ren) 
  
Southport RSL Sub-branch Citizens’ March and Service to be held on Thursday 25 April. I understand that I will be 
responsible for delivering my child/ren to you by 7:45am and will collect them from Anzac Park at the conclusion of 
the ceremony (no later than 10.15am). 
  
Signed: _______________________________________           Date: _______________ 
  
Contact number (preferably a mobile) for Thursday 25 April: ________________________________ 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Wishing everyone a happy and holy Easter and a safe holiday. 
 
Shandel Flynn 
sflynn@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
IT NEWS                         

A big thanks to all students & teachers involved in last week’s NAPLAN practice test. 
 
The staff laptops will be upgraded over the term 1 holiday period.  
 
 
Josh Smith  - IT Manager 
Jsmith32@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
CURRICULUM CORNER                         

 
Angels Challenges:   
Angels Challenges in P-2 is due to be 
sighted by classroom teachers by the 
end of this week.    Students in 3-6 
should be well underway in 
completing their longer-term 
challenges in order to receive their 
badge in Term 4.   Further 
information can be found by using the 
Angels Challenges link at the bottom 

of the GA webpage.  All students who have begun Angels 
Challenges will receive a certificate acknowledging their 
participation in Term 1. 
 
Academic Competitions -ICAS & Australian Mathematics 
Competition: 
Parents who would like their children to participate in the 2019 
Academic Competitions should look out for more information 
about entry fees in next week’s newsletter.  Here are the dates 
for your diaries. The cost this year set by ICAS and AMT is 
$93.50 to sit all 7 tests.  Payment will be via Flexischools is 
although it is not open yet.  Opening April 23rd and closes 
May 27th.   
 
 
 
 

A ust ra lian Mathemat ics Comp: W ednesday 31st  July  

I CA S Digita l Technologies Tuesday 27th A ugust  

I CA S Science W ednesday  28th A ugust  

I CA S W rit ing Tuesday 3rd September 

I CA S Spelling Bee  Thursday 5th September 

I CA S English Tuesday 17th September 

I CA S Mathemat ics Thursday 19th September 

Jo Makin  

jma kin@bne.cat holic.edu.a u

Contact :

2019 ACADEM I C 

COM PET I T I ON S

I C A S &  A USTR A LI A N  M A TH S C O M PETI T I O N

Dates for your dia ry :   

Please note ,  if  students a re  absent  on the  sit tng da te , 

they w ill have one  make-up da t e on the  nex t  school day .



Learning Powers Awards:  
 
 

 
 
At assembly on Friday we will be awarding Learning Powers to particular students in each year level who have 
demonstrated exceptional use of persistence, independence, collaboration, creativity and resilience in their learning.  If 
your child is receiving the Term 1 award for their year level, you will be notified by the class teacher so that you can be 
at the assembly if possible. If you can’t be there, we will be taking photos.  If your child is going to receive an award, 
please don’t tell them so the surprise factor will add to the enjoyment of the occasion. 
 
You can learn more about the GA Learning Powers at 
http://www.gaps.qld.edu.au/LearningandTeaching/Pages/Learning-Powers.aspx 
 
Happy days! 
Jo Makin 
 
GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR NEWS                         

From the Acting Guidance Counsellor: 
 
Now that we find ourselves in the last week of term, the novelty of the new beginning has probably worn thin and 
children will sometimes come home complaining.   
 
Dealing with such complaints requires parents to walk a fine line.  On one hand, the complaints cannot be ignored as 
the child may be facing a serious problem, such as bullying.  On the other hand, parents can easily fall into the trap of 
being manipulated and constantly rescuing their children from the minor problems that beset all of us. 
 
If your child comes home complaining about something at school, your response is critical to helping or worsening the 
situation.  When parents respond calmly, then the anxiety is generally reduced for the child.  It is important to 
acknowledge how the child is feeling eg ‘That must be hard for you; you must be feeling pretty lonely (unhappy, left 
out etc) at school.’  Then adopt a solution-focussed orientation eg ‘What do you want to do about this?  Let’s work on 
some ways to fix this up’.  It is also important to acknowledge any efforts by your child to think through issues and 
explore constructive solutions eg ‘You have come up with some great ideas, let’s try them and see how you go’ or ‘you 
had a difficult problem to deal with, but you were able to manage it well … You were feeling pretty down, but you’ve 
been able to bounce back … good on you’. 
 



Try to make sure your child takes responsibility for the problem, even if your involvement becomes part of the solution.   
For example, in the case of a bullying allegation, work calmly and constructively with your child to clearly identify 
what is happening.  Then explore possible solutions and consider the consequences of each, before agreeing to try the 
‘best’ option.  This might mean you making an appointment (preferably with your child) to discuss the concerns with 
the teacher, principal etc. However, once again, try to let the child feel that he/she is in charge and is proposing this 
course of action.  This enables the child to learn how to manage future problems more effectively and to feel some 
control over his/her life. 
 
The way we, as parents, model in dealing with our own problems has a powerful effect on our children’s behaviour.  If 
we rant and rave, or adopt a ‘woe is me’ approach, then we can be assured that our kids will copy us.  A problem is 
merely ‘the absence of ideas’.  Our children can develop resilience when they are able to successfully think through and 
identify issues, consider appropriate options and plan and execute solutions.   While it is tempting to take over our kids’ 
problems with offers to fix everything up for them, such an approach denies them an important life skill. 
 
Have a great week 
 
Tony (aposhea@bne.catholic.edu.au) 
 
CLOTHING SHOP NEWS                         

WINTER IS COMING!! 
Although it might not seem possible with the weather of late, the cooler days will be upon us soon.  So that you are 
ready for this why not get organised and purchase your winter uniform now.   
Come in or purchase online. 
 
Sheridan Kovalik 
Manager Uniform Shop 
 
P & F NEWS                         

*Everyone welcome to attend our P & F meeting tonight in the staff room at 7pm. 
*Produce stall this Friday, picked fresh from the GA garden. 
*School Banking Wednesday  
 
Wishing everyone a safe and Happy  Easter 🐣  
 
P & F - Executive Committee  
MUSIC NEWS    

Well done to our Jazz Band for their performance on Assembly last week. Mr. Harley said you were, “awesome”!!! 
Our Senior Choir will perform this week. Please be in the hall at 8am on Friday to get set up and have a little run 
through. 
  
Senior Band Music Camp 
Week 2 Term 2, 30th April- 1st May.  
We have some students from Aquinas joining us again this year and a guest conductor for the Tuesday.  
  
Aquinas Stage Band Rehearsals 
A number of our Senior players attend a rehearsal after school on Monday with Aquinas College to form a combined 
stage band. 
Due to holidays and then Parent Teacher Interviews at Aquinas there will be no rehearsal until Monday of Week 4 
next Term. Rehearsals will recommence on Monday the 13th of May. 
  
Community Singing 
Please note that there will be no community singing this week. We will recommence in Term 2 with our new song, 
“Coming Home”.  
  
Have a lovely holiday and keep up the practice….. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Catharina Kemp - Music Teacher 



SPORT NEWS   

 
GOLD COAST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL 2019 
 
DATE:  Thursday 2nd May 2019 
VENUE:  St Brigid’s Primary School, Nerang 
TIME:   10:00am – Arrive 
  10:20am – Walk the course 
 
Winter Sport 
Winter sports training will be after second break this Friday for all year 4, 5 and 6 students. 
 
Runners Club 
Runners Club will be held on Tuesday and Friday mornings at 7:30am. All runners are welcome. If you are in the 
Catholic Cross Country Team you need to attend at least one session a week. 
 
Marty McGregor 
mmcgregor@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
TUCKSHOP NEWS   

Group 3 – Week starting Monday  22nd  April 
Monday Easter Monday – No School 
Tuesday Kim Litchfield, Charlotte Heanen 
Wednesday HELP NEEDED PLEASE 
Thursday Anzac Day – No School 
Friday  Chelsea Horvat, Moira Edwards, Kelly Zago 
Baking  Melody Karlsson,  HOME BAKERS NEEDED PLEASE 
Sushi  Elaine Withers, Tracey Wicks 
 
All outstanding monies owing for childrens lunches must be paid this week. Reminder letters will be sent home again.  
Help is always needed in the Tuckshop. Please contact Rachel if you can volunteer rnowlan@bne.catholic.edu.au 
55100006/0410565393 
 
WHAT’S ON     

April 
03 Apr  Holy Week Liturgy 
05 Apr   Last Day of Term 
19 Apr  Good Friday 
22 Apr  Easter Monday 
23 Apr  School Resumes 

Easter Liturgy 
24 Apr  ANZAC Day Liturgy 
25 Apr  ANZAC Day Holiday 
  ANZAC Day March – Southport  

(all students welcome to participate)  
26 Apr  Yrs 5 & 6 HOTA 
30 Apr  Yr 3 Parish Mass 
  Music Camp – Senior Band 
  Yr 1 Firetruck visit 
MAY 
02 May  Catholic Cross Country 
06 May  Labrour Day 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


